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arguments pro and con than perhaps I otherwise should have
done, from a full conviction that it was completely impossible.
You know, I dare say, that my general principle in politics
is very much against the one and indivisible, and if I were
to allow myself a leaning to any extreme it would be to
that of Federalism. Pray therefore, whenever you hear my
opinion mentioned, declare for me my decided disapproba-
tion, not that I would have my wish to have this known
a reason for your attendance, however, if otherwise you wish
to stay away."1
What reason is there, it may be asked, for supposing
that Fox and Grattan were right in thinking it was possible
to develop a national government in Ireland which would
be neither inadequate for Ireland nor hazardous for England ?
Three facts must be remembered in considering that ques-
tion.    One is that the sentiment of nationality in Ireland
was strong and vivid enough during the years of Grattan's
Parliament to lull  the  conflicts  of religion, and  that the
Irish Parliament would have conceded to the Catholics the
right to vote and sit in Parliament, if the influence of the
Government   had   not been   exerted   against them.     All
the evidence shows that Fitzwilliam judged correctly when
he said  that  Ireland wanted  Catholic  emancipation, and
that Grattan's proud boast in moving the Roman Catholic
Bill, that the people of Ireland stood  acquitted, was no
fraudulent claim.    "The Protestants of Ireland are willing;
vast numbers of them have petitioned.    The great cities are
willing;  the  great  mercantile interests  are willing.    The
cabinet  of England  is  the  bar   to   the   freedom   of  the
Catholics, and the dispute is no longer a question between
the Protestant and Catholic, but between the British Minister
and  the  Irish  nation."2     During the  years  between  the
granting of the Irish Parliament and the recall of Fitzwilliam,
Ireland made a remarkable advance in prosperity.   There
1 To Lord Holland, Memorials and Correspondence, vol. iii. pp. 150, 151*
Cf. also Grattan^s Memoirs^ vol. v. p. 196 and vol. iv, p. 435.
^ Speeches) vol. iii. p. 191.